
City of Haverhill 
City Council Minutes  

 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, at 7:00 PM 

City Council Chambers, Room 202 

4 Summer Street 

Present – President Michitson, Councillors Barrett, Vargas, McGonagle, Bevilacqua, LePage, Macek and 

Sullivan. 

Absent- Councillor Daly O’Brien 

City Clerk – Linda L. Koutoulas 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Records of the Previous Meeting 

 The minutes were approved    Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1 

4. Assignment of the minutes review for the next Meeting 

 Councillor Sullivan was assigned the minutes 

5. Communications from the Mayor  

6. Communications and Reports from City Officers and Employees 

7. Utility Hearing(s) and Related Order(s) 

 

8. Hearings and Related Orders 

 Document 115/2016: Petition from James A Allen; Applicant/Owner; Trustee of J and J Realty Trust  

for Hearing on Application for Major Site Plan Review for Multifamily Dwelling; in the Waterfront District; 0  

and 2 South Grove st - for a multifamily housing development containing a total of 40 units- being 26 two  

bedroom and 14 one bedroom units to be rented as apartments; Assessor’s Map 702, Block 636, Lots 1 and 1A  

and also to waive the affordability requirement, if applicable. Comments are included from various City  

Departments 

CONTINUED TO MARCH 7 AT REQUEST OF ATTORNEY HARB Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1        115/2016 

 

 Document 19: Petition from National Grid requesting Hearing for electric conduit location on  

East Broadway- Plan 23189786; with Hearing scheduled for February 28. Related communication from Chris 

Radzik, Engineering Department, National Grid   withdrawing petition as project is not going forward at this  

time 

PLACED ON FILE      Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  19 

 

9. Public Participation- Requests under Council Rule 28 

10. Appointments 

Confirming Appointments: 

Non-Confirming Appointments: 

  Thomas Sullivan, Friends of the Bradford Rail Trail Advisory Committee, appointment expires 2/14/18 

PLACED ON FILE      Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  2F 

  Thomas Sullivan, Parks, Playgrounds and Recreation Commission, appointment expires 2/14/18 

PLACED ON FILE      Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  2G 

 

11. Petitions 

Petitions: 

Applications:  

 Fred Emilio for Garibaldi Club “Baldi 5-Mile River Run” Race; 86 Washington St; Sunday, 10:00AM,  

May 28, 2017; has Police Dept approval with comments   

GRANTED       Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  16B 

Annual License Renewals:  

Drainlayer Renewals 2017: 

 Leonel Diaz 

GRANTED       Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  7X 

 Henry Richard  

GRANTED       Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  7Y 

 

12.  Motions and Orders  

ORDERED: That the City appropriate $6,712 from Free Cash and transfer to Treasurer Office Video Cameras 

Capital Account 

PASSED       Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  29C 

 

ORDERED:  That the City appropriate $77,628 from Free Cash and transfer to Police Vehicles Capital Account 

PASSED       Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  29D 

 

12A.  Ordinances (File 10 days)  

   MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE   CHAPTER 240 

  AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PARKING 

  110 BLAISDELL STREET #1 – ESTABLISH HANDICAPPED PARKING 

  (see document for complete text) 

PLACED ON FILE for at least 10 days    Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  9-G 

 

 

 



February 14, 2017 

 

  MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE   CHAPTER 240 

  AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PARKING 

  11 PILGRIM ROAD– DELETE HANDICAPPED PARKING 

  (see document for complete text) 

PLACED ON FILE for at least 10 days     Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  9H 

 

13. Communications from Councillors 

 Communication was received from Councillor Barrett requesting a discussion regarding the need for 

information about health care options in the upcoming switch to GIC 

MAYOR FIORENTINI GAVE AN OVERVIEW OF HEALTH CARE OFFERED TO CITY EMPLOYEES/ 

RETIREES STATING THAT CITY NO LONGER MANAGES (SELF-INSURES) HEALTH PLAN. WE ARE 

COVERED BY MIIA AN ARM OF THE MASS. MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION. PREMIUMS IN THAT 

PLAN WILL BE INCREASING BY 18%. A DECISION WAS MADE BY THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEE 

COMMITTEE TO JOIN GIC BY DEADLINE IN DECEMBER. AFTER THAT, GIC FROZE ENTRY INTO 2 

PLANS, TUFTS HEALTH NAVIGATOR AND FALLON HEALTH SELECT PLAN. MAYOR 

ANNOUNCED THAT THOSE PLANS HAVE BEEN OPENED FOR ENROLLMENT THIS YEAR. OTHER 

CHOICES INCLUDE HARVARD PILGRIM INDEPENDENCE PLAN & UNICARE. INFORMATIONAL 

SESSIONS WILL BE OFFERED PRIOR TO HEALTH FAIR APR. 14TH @ NECC & AFTER FAIR.  31H 

 

 Communication was received from Councillor McGonagle requesting a discussion regarding stop signs 

on the  avenues leading to Main st 

REFERRED TO TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE  Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  31I 

 

 Communication was received from Councillor Barrett requesting a discussion about National Grid’s 

seeming unwillingness to fulfill their repair obligations of street lights 

COUNCILLOR BARRETT PUT THIS ON THE AGENDA AT THE REQUEST OF DPW DIRECTOR 

STANKOVICH. THE PROBLEM IS WITH ELECTRICITY COMING INTO THE POLES 

MOTION TO SEND LETTER TO PRESIDENT OF MASSACHUSETTS NATIONAL GRID, IF NO 

RESPONSE THEN DEPT. OF PUBLIC UTILITES Yeas 7, Abstain 1(Bevilacqua), Absent 1  31J

   

 Communication was received from Councillor Macek requesting to discuss a proposal to create bike 

lanes throughout the City 

CHIEF OF STAFF DAVID VAN DAM ANNOUNCED THERE WILL BE A COMPLETE STREETS 

MEETING, 2/15, IN ROOM 301. THIS IS A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM WITH POTENTIAL FUNDING 

UP TO $400,000. PROGRAM ADDRESSES SIDEWALK WORK, BIKE LANES, PAVEMENT. 

MOTION TO REFER TO PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, LETTER TO MAYOR FOR 

REVIEW AND ASK PLANNING DIRECTOR TO AMEND NEW SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS THAT 

BIKE LANES BE CREATED IN RIGHT OF WAY  Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  31K 

 

 Communication was received from Councillors LePage and Barrett requesting a discussion concerning 

Intradepartmental Communication and requests as detailed in Section 19 of the City Charter 

COUNCILLORS RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT RESPONSES TO COMMUNICATIONS SENT TO THE 

MAYOR. PRESIDENT MICHITSON WILL MEET WITH MAYOR AND/OR CHIEF OF STAFF ON 

REGULAR BASIS TO GET UPDATES. MAYOR/COUNCIL CONFERENCE MAY BE SCHEDULED. 

PLACED ON FILE      Yeas 8, Nays 0. Absent 1  31L 

 

 Communication was received from Councillor Bevilacqua requesting to discuss traffic concerns at 

intersection of Lexington and Revere Streets 

COUNCILLOR BEVILACQUA STATED THAT DRIVERS ARE SPEEDING AND NOT COMING TO 

FULL STOP AT REVERE & WINCHESTER STREETS INTERSECTION 

REFERRED TO TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE  Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  31KM 

 

14. Unfinished Business of Preceding Meetings 

             Document 31-E 

            Communication from Councillors Barrett and Bevilacqua requesting to introduce Barbara Donegan,  

President of Ruth’s House to discuss their upcoming 25th anniversary 

MS. DONEGAN GAVE AN OVERVIEW OF SERVICES PROVIDED TO INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES  

IN NEED THROUGHOUT THE MERRIMACK VALLEY. PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR THEIR GALA  

EVENT IN THE FALL* 

PLACED ON FILE      Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1  31E 

 

15. Resolutions and Proclamations 

16. Council Committee Reports and Announcements 

Councillor Barrett announced the Citizen Outreach Committee meeting scheduled for Feb 21 at 7:00Pm in 

the Council office, room 204. This will be a collaboration with citizens for FY18 budget and long term view 

and develop long range plans for neighborhoods. 

 

Councillor LePage announced the Administration & Finance Committee meeting scheduled for 2/ 22 

regarding draft municipal ordinance relating to Amusements and proposal relative to acoustic performances 

in small businesses, at 7:00PM in the City Council office, room 204.  

 

 



February 14, 2017 

 

President Michitson announced the closing of the East Broadway Bridge over Millvale Brook for 

replacement. Traffic will be detoured effective Feb. 20 to July 6, 2017. 

 

David Van Dam stated there is a Bike Committee and invited Councillor Macek to join them at the Complete 

Street meeting. Also, carpets in the Council Chambers were replaced and paid for by the Mass. Trial Court 

which will be using City Hall during the rehab of the Courthouse on Ginty Blvd, effective March 27 for a 

year. 

 

17. Documents Referred to Committee Study 

 

   Meeting adjourned at 8:43 o’clock P.M.   Yeas 8, Nays 0, Absent 1 

 

 Attest: Linda Koutoulas 

  City Clerk 

 

*Doc.31-E – Handout from Barbara Donegan, Ruth’s House, Inc., Description and Statistics 2017 

 

 


